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FROM U.S. REPRESENTATIVE FRANKLIN GARCIA
We are excited that DC Statehood will finally be the subject of a House hearing on July 24th. Please
look inside this newsletter for full details. This hearing is open to the public and we are encouraging all
Washingtonians to attend this hearing. H.R. 51 is getting close to having a majority of cosponsors in the
house (218) for a vote on the House floor. We have great expectations that the time for DC Statehood is
finally here, but we need all hands on deck for this final push. Please Join me on the 4th of July as we
bring the DC Statehood float with live music to two popular 4th of July Independence Day Parades
(Palisades and Barracks Row). We will continue our visual campaign to promote DC Statehood locally
and nationally, with other parade attendance planned in Philadelphia and New York City. For full details on all that is happening on DC Statehood, and how you can get involved, please visit the DC Statehood Congressional Delegation’s website at dc51.us.
Franklin Garcia
U.S. Representative, District of Columbia

1ST 2020 DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE

The 1st 2020 Democratic presidential debate was held in Miami,
Florida on Wednesday, June 26th
and Thursday, June 27th, 2019. In
order to qualify for the debate, a
candidate had to either attain at
least 1% support in a minimum of
3 approved polls or meet the
fundraising threshold of a minimum of 65,000 unique donors.
The 2020 Democratic
primary is the largest field of
major candidates in a presidential
primary ever with 25 major candidates currently. There were 20
candidates that qualified for the
debate. The 20 qualified candidates were randomly divided with
10 candidates assigned to the Part
1 debate on the 26th and 10 candidates assigned to the Part 2
debate on the 27th. The debate
was moderated jointly by Lester
Holt, Rachel Maddow, Jose Diaz-

Balart, Savannah
Guthrie, and Chuck
Todd from NBC
News, MSNBC, and
Telemundo. For the
Part 1 debate, the
candidates were Cory
Booker, Julian Castro,
Bill de Blasio, John
Delaney, Tulsi Gabbard, Jay Inslee, Amy
Klobuchar, Beto O’Rourke, Tim
Ryan, and Elizabeth Warren. For
the Part 2 debate, the candidates
were Michael Bennet, Joe Biden,
Kirsten Gillibrand, Kamala Harris, John Hickenlooper, Bernie
Sanders, Eric Swalwell, Marianne
Williamson, and Andrew Yang.
There was some controversy that 4 out of 5 of the top
polling candidates were put in the
same debate (Joe Biden, Bernie
Sanders, Pete Buttigieg, and Kamala Harris) while the other candidate in the top 5, Elizabeth
Warren, was assigned to the other
debate.
A special interest group
called The DC Statehood Initiative ran TV ads in support of DC
statehood during the commercial
breaks for the debates on the 26th
and 27th. These TV ads featured
Senator Strauss promoting DC

statehood.
The DC Democratic
Party hosted a watch party on
June 26th at Haydee’s Restaurant
in DC and the Network for Progress hosted another watch party
on June 26th at Local 16. Representative Garcia from the DC
Statehood Congressional Delegation was in attendance at both
watch parties.
Issues covered during
the debate included the economy,
healthcare, climate change, gun
control, immigration, foreign
policy, and women’s rights.
When asked what the biggest
threat was to the United States the
candidates replied with climate
change, China, nuclear weapons,
President Trump, Iran, and Russia.
During the Part 1 debate, Cory Booker had the most
airtime with 11 minutes speaking.
Based on debate performance,
Julian Castro was the winner of
the Part 1 debate. Castro demonstrated a command of immigration details and had moral passion
on immigration when describing
the recent death of a father and
his daughter at the US-Mexico
border.

During the Part 2 debate, Joe Biden had the most
airtime with 14 minutes speaking.
Based on debate performance,
Kamala Harris was the clear winner of the Part 2 debate. Harris
directly challenged the current
Democratic primary frontrunner
Joe Biden over his history of
opposing school integration
through busing. And she shared
her personal story of how she was
directly affected by segregation
as a young girl who was part of
the 2nd class bused to school in
her county as part of an integration program. Harris received the
most significant jump in support
from the debate raising $2 million
within 24 hours of the debate, her
poll numbers increasing 10%
within 24 hours from 7% to 17%,
and gaining 60,000 Twitter followers within 24 hours of the
debate.
The Part 1 debate had
24 million viewers compared to
27 million viewers for the Part 2
debate.

Contributing writers for the July 2019 edition were: Franklin Garcia, Greg Jones, Michael Arnold, Nelson Peralta.
The DC Statehood Today newsletter is published by the Office of U.S. Representative Franklin Garcia. Please send any comments and feedback on the DC
Statehood Today newsletter to information@dc51.us or call 202-727-9110. Articles and images submitted for publication are subject to editing. All rights
reserved. Permission to use content , reproduce, copy, or redistribute may be obtained from the copyright holder by sending an email to information@dc51.us. Designed and produced by the Office of U.S. Representative Franklin Garcia © 2019 DC Statehood Delegation.
Members of the DC Statehood Congressional Delegation are: U.S. Senator Paul Strauss, U.S. Senator Michael D. Brown, and U.S. Representative Franklin Garcia.
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PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE SUPPORT FOR DC STATEHOOD
All 25 Democratic presidential candidates currently support DC statehood.
Many candidates have shown their support for DC statehood by wearing “51
NOW Iowans for DC Statehood” pins while posing for a photo with Tamyra
Harrison, the founder of Iowans for DC Statehood. Other candidates have
shown their support for DC statehood by posing for a photo with DC residents
from the 51 for 51 Campaign. The following are statements in support of DC statehood from 19 of the 25 Democratic presidential candidates.
1)Joe Biden: When addressing a crowd in DC, he said “I
have supported statehood for DC for 20 years. You should
be a state.” (1/17/2015)
2)Cory Booker (DC statehood cosponsor in Senate since
2015): “I do support DC statehood. Have for years. I was
born in DC and feel strongly about the issue.” (11/8/2017)
3)Elizabeth Warren (DC statehood cosponsor in Senate since
2013): “700,000 people is more than the populations of Wyoming or Vermont. But DC residents don’t have an equal
voice in our government – despite paying federal taxes.
Sign our petition if you agree we need to make DC the 51st
state.” (1/28/2019)
4)Bernie Sanders (DC statehood cosponsor in House since
1993 & cosponsor in Senate since 2013): “I strongly support statehood for Washington DC.” (2/25/2019)
5)Julian Castro: “Our nation succeeds when more Americans can participate
in democracy. Important 1st steps:
eliminate Electoral College
require independent redistricting
automatic/same-day voter reg
E-Day as a fed holiday
support DC statehood & self-determination for Puerto
Rico” (3/25/2019)
6)Amy Klobuchar (DC statehood cosponsor in Senate
since February, 2019): “D.C. statehood should be addressed in first 100 days
of next presidency, as well as comprehensive immigration reform and taking
on Big Pharma.” (4/1/2019)
7)Wayne Messam: “Taxation without representation is
unfair. The people in DC deserves a voice and a
vote.” (4/11/2019)
8)Marianne Williamson: “In terms of DC, of course you
should have representation. I think when the founders said
that DC should not have representation they simply did
not foresee a time when the kind of population in DC would exist as it does
now. Absolutely DC should have representation.” (4/14/2019)
9)Andrew Yang: “I am 100% for D.C. statehood. And
I am also for Puerto Rican statehood. A statement I
make is that if Puerto Ricans looked like Swedes they
would have been a state a long time ago.” (4/14/2019)
10)Jay Inslee (voted in favor of DC statehood for
House roll call in 1993): “I supported D.C. statehood
as a freshman congressman in 1993. I still support it
today. We must make sure that D.C. has full representation in our democracy. Happy D.C. Emancipation
Day.” (4/16/2019)

12)
Kirsten Gillibrand (DC statehood cosponsor in Senate since 2013):
“Democracy doesn’t mean ‘for some of us.’ It’s time for Washington, DC to
have statehood and equal representation in Congress, and we should only
need a simple majority to make it happen.” (5/20/2019)
13)Seth Moulton (DC statehood cosponsor in
House since 2017): “We need a New Voting Rights
Act in America. That means:
-Automatic voter registration
-Abolishing the electoral college
-Ending gerrymandering
-Statehood for DC and Puerto Rico” (6/2/2019)
14)Beto O’Rourke (DC statehood cosponsor in
House since 2015): “Washington, D.C. should be a
state. There are more people living in Washington,
D.C. than in I think three other states. Washington,
D.C. should have two U.S. Senators – should have
Representatives in the House who can vote, can
move legislation, can ensure that their constituents’ voice is heard, and that their will is acted
upon.” (6/5/2019)
15)John Delaney (DC statehood cosponsor in
House since 2014): “I want DC to be a state so I
will do anything I can.” (6/9/2019)
16)Steve Bullock: “I support DC becoming a state
with 51 votes in the Senate.” (6/9/2019)
17)Pete Buttigieg: “I’m afraid we’re taking our
democracy for granted, but right now,
we’ve got a lot of work to do to make it
easier to vote, to make it easier to register to vote, and to make sure that all of
our votes count equally, which in my
opinion means making sure that places
like D.C. and Puerto Rico get to be
states and making sure we get rid of the
Electoral College so that a vote in Indiana counts the same as a vote in New
York.” (6/13/2019)
18)Michael Bennet (DC statehood cosponsor in Senate since February, 2019):
“Make the District of Columbia a state.” (6/20/2019)
19)Bill de Blasio: While addressing DC residents from the 51 for 51 Campaign he said, “you have been disenfranchised for too long. It is an injustice
in this country and it is right in our nation’s capital. So I want to join you. It
would be my honor to support you. 51 votes to make DC the 51st
state.” (6/23/2019)
Other presidential candidates that have cosponsored DC statehood bills in
Congress include Tim Ryan in the House since 2013, Tulsi Gabbard in the
House since 2015, Eric Swalwell in the House since 2018,
and Kamala Harris in the Senate
since 2018.

11)Mike Gravel: “The United States should offer
Washington, D.C. full statehood contingent on a binding referendum. We must ensure that the seat of our
very nation is not dominated by those who do not
represent its population.” (4/25/2019)

Photos of presidential candidates on the left from top to bottom:
Joe Biden, Cory Booker, Elizabeth Warren, Julian Castro, Amy
Klobuchar, Marianne Williamson, Andrew Yang, and Jay Inslee

Photos of presidential candidates on the right
from top to bottom: Kirsten Gillibrand, Beto
O’Rourke, John Delaney, and Bill de Blasio
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Upcoming Events in July, 2019
Independence Day (Thursday, July 4th)
The 4th of July celebrates the Declaration of Independence of the United States from Great Britain on July 4th, 1776. Fireworks are always central to
celebrating the 4th of July. The nation’s capital has some of the best fireworks in
the country. Every year hundreds of thousands of people fill the National Mall to
watch the fireworks show. Usually the fireworks last for 17.5 minutes but this
year they will last for 35 minutes. Fireworks begin when the sun sets at 9:07pm.
Fireworks this year in DC are expected to cost $750,000 making it the largest
fireworks show ever in DC and the 2nd largest fireworks show in the country
after the fireworks in Louisville, Kentucky.
In addition to fireworks, DC will celebrate the 4th of July with a flight
show featuring the Navy’s Blue Angels and a jetliner that flies as part of the Air
Force One fleet. There will also be the Independence Day Concert, National Independence Day Parade, and Palisades Parade in DC. The DC Statehood Congressional Delegation plans to participate in the Barracks Row Parade and Palisades Parade to advocate for DC statehood on this special occasion.

Get On Board the Statehood Train! (4:53pm-6:51pm, Wednesday, July 10th)
On Wednesday, July 10th, 2019 DC Vote and statehood
activists will be riding the Statehood Train from Union
Station in DC to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania for Netroots
Nation 2019. DC Vote has secured a private car for everyone on-board with DC statehood. A ticket includes:
One seat on the Statehood Train (4:53pm departure)
On-board drinks and snacks
Special guests
Delivery of your Netroots badge and materials.
Representative Garcia plans to attend this event.

DC Statehood Congressional Hearing (10am, Wednesday, July 24th)
A Congressional hearing will be held at 10am on Wednesday,
July 24th, 2019 on HR 51, the Washington, DC Admission
Act. This will be the first time since 1993 that there has been a
hearing on DC statehood in the US House of Representatives.
The House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
chaired by Elijah Cummings will hold the hearing in Room
2154 at the Rayburn House Office Building. This hearing is
necessary to take HR 51 to the floor of the US House of Representatives. And the hearing will be open to the public. As
DC Mayor Muriel Bowser said so herself, “Let’s pack the
hearing room on July 24th!” Please wear red and white (the
colors of the DC flag) to the hearing. Go to showup4dc.com or
text HEARING to 52886 for the latest updates on the hearing.
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JULY, 2019 DC STATEHOOD TODAY SHOW
The July, 2019 DC Statehood Today Show will be
playing on DCTV, which is
a TV channel available to
residents of Washington,
DC. The show is hosted by
Representative Franklin
Garcia and Camille Edwards. The guests for the
show include Eugene
Kinlow, the Director of the
Office of Federal and Regional Affairs at the Executive Office of the DC
Mayor; Jass Gibson, the DC

Council Director of Communications; and Noah
Wilson, the President of the
Students for DC Statehood.
The show highlights key
updates in the movement
toward DC statehood. You
can visit DCTV.org for airing times on your local cable network. And you can
watch the show online at
youtube.com/user/
DciReporter/.
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FRANKEY BARRZ SHOW: THE ART OF
DC STATEHOOD
Mural of DC Delegate
Eleanor Holmes Norton wrapped in the DC
flag located at Ben’s
Chili Bowl in DC.

On June 7th, 2019, the 6th
episode of the Frankey
Barrz Show was released
on Youtube. The show is
hosted by Frank Barr, a hip
-hop artist and DC statehood supporter. The guests
for the show included 3
artists and 3 policymakers
relating to DC statehood.
The artists featured were
singer Whitney Sweetwine,
muralist Jon Leonardo, and
guitarist Minnesota
Vaughn. The policymakers
interviewed were Senator
Paul Strauss, Students for
DC Statehood President

Noah Wills, and Air Force
veteran Ivette Falto Heck.
This episode demonstrates
how art can be used to push
for DC statehood by
spreading awareness of the
issue. Media, TV, music,
murals, and paintings can
all promote DC statehood.
Go to youtube.com/
channel/
UCqcppSfm8NBF7rPrI5jh20A/ to watch the
full episode.

WASHINGTON, DC ADMISSION ACT UPDATE (HR 51 AND S 631)
HR 51, the Washington, DC Admission Act, was introduced in the 116th Congress by Delegate Eleanor
Holmes Norton on January 3rd, 2019. HR 51 is proposed legislation that would make Washington, DC the
51st state in the Union. Norton introduced HR 51 in the 116th Congress with a record 155 original cosponsors. As of June 30th, 2019, the bill has 216 cosponsors (213 of which are voting members) in the US House
of Representatives. In the month of June, there have been 12 new cosponsors including Representatives
Steny Hoyer (MD-05), Jahana Hayes (CT-05), Mikie Sherrill (NJ-11), Lucy McBath (GA-06), Denny Heck
(WA-10), Vicente Gonzalez (TX-15), Ami Bera (CA-07), Raul Ruiz (CA-36), Henry Cuellar (TX-28), Jefferson Van Drew (NJ-02), Josh Harder (CA-10), and Lizzie Fletcher (TX-07). HR 51 only needs 5 more
voting cosponsors to pass in the US House of Representatives with a simple majority of 218 voting cosponsors. The 3 non-voting cosponsors are from Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, and the Virgin Islands. S 631, the companion bill
of HR 51 in the US Senate, currently has 33 cosponsors. Most recently, Senator Jeanne Shaheen of New Hampshire cosponsored S
631 on June 18th, 2019. S 631 needs 60 cosponsors to pass in the US Senate although there are talks about changing the Senate rules
to require a simple majority of 51 Senators to pass a bill.

FLAG DAY
Flag Day was celebrated on June 14th, 2019 in the United States. Flag Day commemorates
the adoption of the flag of the United States on June 14th, 1777. The American flag is a powerful symbol of freedom, hope, and opportunity. Flag Day calls on all federal government buildings and all
American citizens to display the American flag on Flag Day.
For residents of DC, Flag Day also celebrates the DC flag. The DC flag symbolizes DC pride
while also raising awareness about DC’s desire to become the 51st state. The DC flag is used extensively by the DC Government’s Statehood Campaign, activists and citizens fighting for DC to become
the 51st state. The DC flag was put in place in 1938 and is now officially flown in DC buildings

throughout the city.
Each year since 2013, Neighbors United for DC Statehood organize the DC Flag Day Photo Contest on Twitter with the
use of #DCFlagDay. The winners this year included Ward 6 (Best Ward), 51 for 51 Campaign (Best Group), Executive Office of the
Mayor (Best Agency), and Congresswoman Norton with Senator Carper (Best Statehood Shot).
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IN THE COMMUNITY
(Left to Right) 1. Representative Garcia attends DC for Democracy 15th Anniversary Party (6/13/2019). 2. Representative Garcia
at the DC Latino Caucus meeting (6/13/2019). 3. Senator Strauss with Morgan Jeidy at the Wisconsin Institute for Public Policy
and Service (WIPPS) DC Seminar (6/13/2019).

(Left to Right) 1. Representative Garcia with Doris Martinez at the Greater Washington Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
(GWHCC) 43rd Annual Gala: Hispanic Business Hall of Fame (6/14/2019). 2. Representative Garcia with Baltimore Mayor Jack
Young at the Baltimore Pride Parade (6/15/2019). 3. Representative Garcia meets with Representative Torres Small (NM-02)
(6/19/2019).

(Left to Right) 1. Representative Garcia at the 8th Annual Richard Wright Tie Gala (6/21/2019). 2. Senator Strauss speaking at a
conference in Berlin, Germany about artificial intelligence (6/24/2019). 3. Representative Garcia at Friends of the National Museum of the American Latino event (6/26/2019).

(Left to Right) 1. Representative Garcia at the 1st 2020 Democratic Presidential Debate (Part 1) Watch Party hosted by the Network for Progress (6/27/2019). 2. Senator Strauss with Dave Chapelle promoting DC statehood on national TV during a commercial break for the 1st 2020 Democratic Presidential Debate (Part 1) (6/27/2019). 3. Senator Brown with DC Delegate Norton
after a press conference on DC statehood (7/2/2019).
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10TH ANNIVERSARY OF DEADLIEST DC METRO CRASH
On June 22nd, 2019, a memorial service was held at Legacy
Memorial Park to remember the 9 lives lost 10 years ago on June 22nd,
2009 when 2 Red Line trains collided into each other at the Fort Totten
Metro Station in Northeast DC. Legacy Memorial Park sits just off New
Hampshire Avenue near the crash site. Nine stone columns represent the
nine lives lost in the crash.
DC Metro’s General Manager and DC Mayor Muriel Bowser
led the ceremony. The ceremony was a moment to remember loved ones
and a moment to hold Metro accountable and remind everyone of the
importance of maintaining Metro’s infrastructure. Since the 2009 crash,
Metro has made safety a priority by replacing and repairing tracks, signals, and railcars.

NATIONAL CAPITAL BBQ BATTLE
For the past 26 years, tens of thousands of people have flocked to our nation’s
capital to celebrate the “Official Start of Summer” at the Giant® National Capital Barbecue Battle, one of the largest and most unique food and music festivals in the country. It’s
a celebration of unity, community, inclusiveness and cooperation in our Nation’s Capital.
On June 22nd and 23rd, 2019, historic Pennsylvania Avenue, between 3rd and
7th Streets NW, in Washington, DC became the epicenter of BBQ perfection, bringing
together delicious BBQ, delectable summer specialties, nationally-recognized BBQ contests, popular bands and celebrity chefs.
The event raised $1 million for the USO (United Service Organization) of Metropolitan Washington-Baltimore and the Capital Area Food Bank. More than 34 teams competed in 7 competitions in the 2 day event, which also hosted the Military Chef Contest
featuring top chefs from the 5 military branches.
A DC statehood booth was set up at the intersection of Pennsylvania Avenue and 6th Street NW on both days of the
festival.

POOR PEOPLE’S CAMPAIGN PRESIDENTIAL FORUM
The Poor People’s Campaign Presidential Forum was held at Trinity Washington University in Washington, DC on
June 17th, 2019. At the forum, nine Democratic candidates running for President of the United States in 2020 addressed how
they plan to help low-income Americans. The presidential candidates - former Vice President Joe Biden; Senators Elizabeth
Warren, Bernie Sanders, Kamala Harris, and Michael Bennet; Mayor Wayne Messam of Miramar, Florida; Representative Eric
Swalwell; self-help author Marianne Williamson; and entrepreneur Andrew Yang - addressed hundreds of activists from across
the country on the first day of a three-day conference looking at the issues closely tied to poverty in America. President Donald
Trump was also asked to attend but did not respond to his invitation.
The event marked the first time that the Democratic front runner, Joe Biden, attended an event with other Democratic
candidates. Joe Biden, Elizabeth Warren, Bernie Sanders, and Kamala Harris are currently the leading Democratic candidates.
Warren and Harris came to the forum with specific plans they would like to implement. Warren plans to increase taxes
on the wealthy to fund federal programs and Harris plans to provide relief to renters with a tax credit to people using more than
30 percent of their monthly income on rent. Biden, on the other hand, discussed his belief in working with Republicans to pass
policy. And Sanders called for a national $15 minimum wage
and reiterated his support for allowing all incarcerated people
to vote.
Officials from the Poor People’s Campaign also announced their own plan to end poverty. “The Poor People’s
Moral Budget” calls for cuts in defense spending and an end to
tax breaks for the rich, arguing that this money would be better
put to use restoring the social safety net, improving wages, and
providing services to the poor. The budget also called for ending voter suppression and gerrymandering. More than 40 million people live below the poverty line in the United States.
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Contact Information:
John A. Wilson Building
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Suite C-09
Washington, D.C. 20004
Telephone: 202-727-9110
202-727-0278 (fax)
www.dc51.us
Email: information@dc51.us

Facebook.com/dcdelegation
@DC51today
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DC Statehood App:

h p://theapp.mobi/dc51

#DCStatehood

Do you want to subscribe to the DC Statehood Congressional Delegation’s email
list? Please email information@dc51.us to be included in our email group.

Did you know you can view this Newsletter on-line? Please visit us at www.dc51.us where you can read and comment on our
weekly blog, view current schedule of events, and sign up for our email list.
MEET THE DELEGATION
U.S. Senator Paul Strauss

U.S. Representative Franklin Garcia

U.S. Senator Michael D Brown

Email: paul.strauss@dc.gov

Email: franklin.garcia@dc.gov

Email: michaeld.brown@dc.gov

Twitter: @SenPaulStrauss

Twitter: @fgarciaDC

Twitter: @SenMDBrown

Web: paulstrauss.org

Web: franklinfordc.com

Web: statehoodnow.org

Facebook: fgarciadc

Facebook: Sen.michael.d.brown

“We're more of a colony, people can vote for me, but I can’t
vote for them.” -Senator Paul Strauss on The Kojo Nnamdi Show
Watch DC Statehood Today TV Show on
DCTV: Comcast 95 / RCN 10 / Verizon 10

"Our biggest obstacle is people not knowing across the country."
‐Kimberly Perry, Ac vist
"Quite Strange, quite strange." ‐Dalai Lama describing DC's lack
of vo ng rights in a democracy

"In the past three months, we’ve made more progress [toward DC state‐
Check out Senator Brown’s radio show: Shadow hood] than we’ve made in 218 years." ‐DC Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton
Politics, https://bbsradio.com/shadowpolitics
(3/15/2019)
To be added to our mailing list, please complete and drop off or mail to address above
Name
Address
City, State
Phone
Email

