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FROM REPRESENTATIVE FRANKLIN GARCIA
I am pleased to present to you the end of year version of the DC Statehood Today newsletter. Within
these pages are informative articles about local office happenings, community spotlights and most
importantly, updates on the progress we are making towards Statehood. This edition looks at some
of the highlights and accomplishments made by the DC Statehood Congressional Delegation in
2015.
Feel free to make any suggestions or comments so that we can improve the newsletter. Make your
suggestions by calling the office or sending us an email. I look forward to producing more editions of
this newsletter and use it as a vehicle to keep you informed about the work the DC Statehood Congressional Delegation is doing. I hope you find this newsletter informative.
Thank you,
Franklin Garcia
U.S. Representative (Shadow) for the District of Columbia

DC FLAG DAY FESTIVAL

For many residents of the
District, DC Flag Day is more
than a celebration, it is also
a homage to history. The DC
flag officially debuted in
1938 after Charles A.R.
Dunn won a flag design contest. Prior to 1938, DC did
not possess a flag. The acquisition of an official flag is
just one of the reasons DC
residents celebrate DC Flag
Day annually. DC Flag Day
celebrations started in 2011,
in response to the National
Flag Day, that began in
1886. According to the website of the DC Flag Day

event, the irony of the holiday is evident: “Typically,
cities don't have flags, states
do. We are a city with a state
flag, and we have a state
flag because we should be a
state!.” Activities such as an
instant photo booth were
just one of the many things
enjoyed at the DC Flag Day
Festival on June 14th.
Speakers, performers and

proud citizens celebrated the
history of the DC Flag, as
well as the importance of
Statehood. “The message of
Statehood means a lot to
me,” Representative Garcia
stated, “We are so happy to

have a free event that can
promote the idea of Statehood. Representative Garcia
also gave away miniature DC
flags to commemorate the
special day. Also in attendance at the event were Senator Paul Strauss, who lifted
the DC Flag to the sky, and
Congresswoman Eleanor
Holmes Norton who gave a
speech to the audience that
highlighted the significance
of the event. Supporters
from all over the district and
the region, came to support
the cause of Statehood.

tion.” To view more photos of
the flag day event, visit

DCiReporter.com for a collage of pictures.

Although the history is rich in
the tradition of DC Flag day,
the residents still yearn to
have full representation in
Congress, which made the
DC Flag Day Festival so important. “It’s more than just
a holiday, Representative
Garcia stated, “It’s a tradi-

Contributing writers for January 2016 edition were: Franklin Garcia, Deneysha S. Richard, Theodora Brown.
The DC Statehood Today newsletter is published by the Office of U.S. Representative Franklin Garcia. Please send any comments and feedback on DC Statehood Today newsletter to information@dc51.us or call 202-202-727-9110. Articles and images submitted for publication are subject to editing. All rights
reserved. Permission to use content , reproduce, copy, or redistribute may be obtained from the copyright holder by sending an email to information@dc51.us. Designed and produced by the Office of U.S. Representative Franklin Garcia © 2016 DC Statehood Delegation.
Members of the DC Statehood Congressional Delegation are: U.S. Senator Paul Strauss, U.S. Senator Michael D. Brown, U.S. Representative Franklin Garcia.
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DC JOINS UNREPRESENTED NATIONS AND PEOPLES ORGANIZATION (UNPO)
At its 20th session on November 7th, in Brussels, Belgium, UNPO formally voted to accept
the Nation’s Capital as a new member. The Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization (UNPO) is an international, nonviolent, and democratic membership organization. Its
members are indigenous peoples, minorities, and unrecognized or occupied territories who
have joined together to protect and promote their human and cultural rights, to preserve
their environments, and to find nonviolent solutions to conflicts which affect them.
The UNPO Presidency considered the application of the District of Columbia, alongside that
of two other prospective members. Only the DC application met the formal requirements for
membership. In recognition of its lack of self-determination, lack of voting representation in
the U.S. Congress, and potential unequal weight in Presidential elections, the District of Columbia was admitted as a member of UNPO through a vote by the Presidency Members. The
UNPO found that the District of Columbia’s struggle for equal political representation clearly
qualifies DC as an unrepresented territory.
Commenting on the admission of the District of Columbia and DC’s lack of democratic representation, UNPO General Secretary, Mr. Marino Busdachin said, “UNPO is honored to admit the District of Columbia as a
Member to the organization. The District of Columbia is one of many unrepresented territories around the world where there
is a clear lack of democratic rule; the people of DC should be entitled to the right to representation in the US Congress.”
Many believe that the continuing denial of equal congressional voting rights to the citizens of Washington, DC is a serious human rights violation, and places the Government of the United States of America in contravention of numerous international
human rights treaties and other international agreements, chief among which is the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR).
Currently there is a Bill in the US Congress calling to make DC the 51st state in the Union. H.R. 317, the New Columbia Admission Act, introduced by DC’s non-voting Delegate to the US Congress, Eleanor Holmes Norton, has 128 co-sponsors in the
House of Representatives. An equivalent Bill in the US Senate, S.1688, introduced by Delaware US Senator Thomas Carper
has 19 co-sponsors.

DC STANDS UP AGAINST DONALD TRUMP
On July 9th, hundreds showed up to join a public demonstration against Donald Trump in Washington DC. The Demonstration was organized by elected
officials, community leaders, and others, and denounced derogatory comments Mr. Trump made towards the immigrant community. Organizers
convened at Freedom Plaza and marched to 12th St., NW and Pennsylvania
Avenue, the site where Mr. Trump is scheduled to open a Hotel in 2016. Organizers demanded a public apology from Mr. Trump, who called Mexicans
and other immigrants criminals and rapists, when he announced he was running for President of the US on the Republican ticket. List of speakers included: U.S. Representative Franklin Garcia, U.S. Senator Paul Strauss, U.S. Senator Michael D. Brown, DC Councilmember David Grosso, Maryland State Delegate Ana Sol Gutiérrez, Maryland State Delegate Joseline PeñaMelnyk, Arlington County Board Vice President J. Walter Tejada, and others. At least two additional large demonstrations
have been held in DC since the July demonstration.
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DC STATEHOOD TODAY TV SHOW

Co-Host Deneysha Richard
DC Statehood Today is the
latest effort created to promote DC Statehood. The
show with its co-hosts, Deneysha Richard and Theodora
Brown, is produced monthly
by Representative Franklin
Garcia. The show is produced at the DCTV studio in
Brookland, DC. It airs twice a
week on various cable channels in DC (Comcast 95, RCN
10, Verizon 10). The objective of the show is to reach a
broad audience to promote
DC Statehood efforts, while
informing the audience on
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ONE MILLION SIGNATURE DRIVE FOR DC STATEHOOD

“Statehood or Else” is a multimedia petition campaign to
promote DC Statehood. Councilmember Vincent Orange
introduced the campaign on
July 14, 2015 to collect one
million signatures in support
of DC Statehood. Once collected, these signatures will
be delivered to the White
House, the US Congress, and
to both RNC and DNC Conventions. Members of the DC
Statehood Congressional Delegation as well as other DC
City Councilmembers have
shown their support for the
initiative. All supporters of the
initiative hope that DC residents become engaged in the
effort and help collect signatures, not only in the region,
Co-Host Theodora Brown and but nationally. Paper petitions
to collect signatures are availMembers of Disrupt DC
able in the Wilson Building,
and can also be downloaded
from the DC Statehood Con-

Statehood activities and
events. The show has 3 segments: News, studio guests,
and an animated history segment. The show first aired in
August. Some of the guests
have included US Senator
Michael Brown, DC Councilmember Vincent Orange,
FreeDC Executive Director
Anise Jenkins, and the DC
Statehood youth group Disrupt DC.

gressional Delegation website.
To electronically sign the petition,
visit:
https://
www.change.org/p/president-of
-the-united-states-and-congress
-support-full-representation-and
-statehood-for-the-district-ofcolumbia-2.

At-Large DC Councilmember
Vincent Orange

PARADES 2015
The DC Statehood Congressional Delegation participated in several parades throughout the
course of the year to highlight the importance of, and to showcase, the work underway to promote Statehood for the District of Columbia. The first parade of the year was the Martin Luther
King Holiday Parade and Peace-Walk. This annual parade takes place along Martin Luther
King Avenue in Ward 8, and is significant for a number of reasons, including the fact that
many of the organizers, supporters and participants are long-time DC Statehood activists.

among the parade goers.

Next up was the Capital Pride parade in the DuPont Circle neighborhood in Ward 2, where
thousands of supporters of the LGBT community gathered to celebrate the culture of the LBGT
community. The DC Statehood Delegation showed up in full force to advocate for Statehood

And then there was the annual Palisades Parade held on the 4th of July in the Palisades neighborhood in Ward 3. The 4th of July
is a good day to remind people of the absence of a representative democracy here in the District of Columbia. We ended the parade season with Fiesta DC, the regional Latino Festival/Parade. This event attracts thousands from around the region, and we
used this event to promote DC Statehood to the diverse Latino community.
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DC REMEMBERS JULIAN BOND
Julian Bond died
on August 15,
2015 at the age of
75 in Fort Walton
Beach, Florida. Mr.
Bond, at the time
of his death, was a
resident of Washington DC and a big supporter of DC Statehood. At the request of Mr. Bond’s family, on August 22, 2015 hundreds
gathered at the Tidal Basin, in front of the Martin Luther King,
Jr. Memorial to remember and bid farewell to the civil rights
leader, by spreading flower petals on the Potomac River. In
addition to being a civil rights leaders, Mr. Bond was elected
to four terms to the Georgia House of Representatives and six
terms to the Georgia State Senate. From 1998 to 2010, he
was chairman of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). While a student at Morehouse College, in the early 1960s, Mr. Bond helped establish

the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC). Mr.
Bond worked closely with many DC activists to promote DC
Statehood, and lent his name to a citywide campaign, headed
by DC Vote, to promote DC Statehood.

Julian Bond lived in DC for more than 25 years and was a big
DC Statehood supporter

DC HONORS SONIA GUTIERREZ

WITH A

STREET NAME

Monday, May 18th marked a special day for students and alumni at the Carlos Rosario
International Public Charter School, as the District of Columbia Executive and Legislative
branches recognized Sonia Gutierrez’s 43 years of service to the Washington, D.C. community.
Ms. Gutierrez founded the award winning Public Charter School that now serves more than
2,500 students annually, providing education, life skills programs and support services.
On June 5th, 2015 the 500 block of V Street NE, was rededicated to honor the educator.
Sonia Gutierrez Campus Way was unveiled at a special ceremony attended by students,
school faculty, community leaders, and elected officials. The historical street naming is
the first time the DC City Council named a street after a Latina.
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IN THE COMMUNITY
District of Columbia Swearing-in ceremony at the Washington Convention Center on January 2, 2015.

Congressional Hispanic Caucus swearing-in ceremony and reception in the US Congress.

Meetings with members of the US House of Representatives seeking support of H.R. 317, New Columbia Admission Act. New signers include
Representatives Nolan (D-MN), Langevin (D-RI), and Price (D-NC).

The DC Statehood Congressional Delegation issued Resolutions honoring, Providencia Paredes, long-time aide to First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis; Sonia Gutierrez, Founder of Carlos Rosario PSC; and Actress/Director Carla Ortiz. The Delegation also honored: The Taste of
Bolivia, Alianza Latina, Afghan Arts and Culture Festival, Kullaguada Boliviana Dance Day/Morenada Bolivia USA, and El Salvador Independence Day/Guanaco Festival.
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IN THE COMMUNITY
DC Statehood was promoted at a number of forums and speaking panels, including at New York University, Black Congressional Caucus Legislative Conference, and Hispanic Heritage Month.

Members of the Delegation went to promote DC Statehood to the 34th Dominican Day Parade in Manhattan. The Parade was held on
August 9th.

DC joined UNPO (Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization). A delegation, including its President Mr. Nasser Boladai, visited Washington to welcome the new member. A reception was held for the UNPO delegation at the Circle Bistro on November 19th.

Tiempo de Dar. For more than 20 years attorney Joseph A. Malouf organizes a toy giveaway event for children in the region. Representative
Garcia donated toys and was invited to participate in the toy giveaway event.
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Contact Information:
John A. Wilson Building
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Suite C-09
Washington, D.C. 20004
Telephone: 202-727-9110
202-727-0278 (fax)
www.dc51.us
Email: information@dc51.us

January 2016

Facebook.com/DC51today
@DC51today
#DCStatehood

Do you want to subscribe to the DC Statehood Congressional Delegation’s email
list? Please email information@dc51.us to be included in our email group.

Did you know you can view this Newsletter on-line? Please visit us at www.dc51.us where you can read and comment on our
weekly blog, view current schedule of events, and sign up for our email list.
MEET THE DELEGATION
U.S. Senator Paul Strauss

U.S. Senator Michael D Brown

U.S. Representative Franklin Garcia

Email: paul.strauss@dc.gov

Email: hrzcom@aol.com

Email: franklin.garcia@dc.gov

Twitter: @SenPaulStrauss

Twitter: @SenMDBrown

Twitter: @fgarciaDC

Web: paulstrauss.org

Web: statehoodnow.org

Web: franklinfordc.com

www.facebook.com/Sen.michael.d.brown

www.facebook.com/fgarciadc

"We're more of a colony, people can vote for me, but I can’t
vote for them.” ‐Senator Paul Strauss on The Kojo Nnamdi Show
"Our biggest obstacle is people not knowing across the
country." ‐Kimberly Perry, Execu ve Director, DC Vote
"Quite Strange, quite strange." ‐Dalai Lama describing DC's lack
of vo ng rights in a democracy
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