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FROM U.S. REPRESENTATIVE FRANKLIN GARCIA
Greetings,
Although the summer has ended, November is approaching quickly, which means it
is time to spread the word about DC statehood. The New Columbia Constitution
(now the State of Washington D.C.) will be placed on the ballot, and it is up to us to
support DC becoming the 51st state in the union. Join me as I collaborate with elected officials, community leaders, and advocates to promote the benefits of statehood
to the district and across the country. I urge you to vote and have your voices heard
to help DC gain full democracy, and full Congressional representation.
Franklin Garcia
U.S. Representative District of Columbia

DC COUNCIL HOLDS PUBLIC HEARING FOR CONSTITUTION
The DC Council held a
public hearing on September 27, 2016 to discuss the Constitution of
the State of New Columbia. Many District residents attended the
hearing to voice their
opinions on the constitution that is geared toward granting the District of Columbia admittance as the 51st state
of the Union. U.S. Senator Paul Strauss and
U.S. Senator Michael D.
Brown spoke on behalf
of the DC Statehood
Congressional Delegation in support of the
constitution. While
many residents support
the new constitution,
there are others who
have concerns regard-

ing the process. Both
Senator Strauss and
Senator Brown assured
residents that the process will help DC gain
what it deserves –
statehood.
Senator Strauss stated,
“While I don’t think any
document will be perfect, it does accomplish
the goals we have set
out to. We hope that we
have given you a product that will meet the
legal requirements.”
Agreeing that many of
these concerns are legitimate, Senator Brown
said, “I encourage everyone to not get lost in
the weeds. All the issues can be dealt with
after the creation of the
new state. We need to

have a ratified constitution to support our demand for statehood;
time is of the essence,”
Senator Brown added.
“They have a right to
feel that way, this wasn’t a traditional way to
get a constitution, and I
think they have that
right.”
DC Councilmember
Robert White supported
the idea of a constitution, but also urged the
Council to give residents the opportunity
for active participation.
“You have to have a
starting point, and move
as quickly and aggressively as possible.
Hopefully, we can make
people feel like they are
participants in the pro-

cess,” Councilmember
White stated.
Councilmember Yvette
Alexander asked “Did
the outreach extend
past the “usual suspects?” “Many of the
things you have heard,
we have heard,” Senator Strauss responded.
There will be an additional hearing on the DC
statehood constitution
on Thursday, October
6th at 6:30 pm in Room
500 at the John A. Wilson Building.

Contributing writers for the October 2016 edition were: Franklin Garcia, Deneysha S. Richard, Karen A. Szulgit,
The DC Statehood Today newsletter is published by the Office of U.S. Representative Franklin Garcia. Please send any comments and feedback on DC Statehood Today newsletter to information@dc51.us or call 202-202-727-9110. Articles and images submitted for publication are subject to editing. All rights
reserved. Permission to use content , reproduce, copy, or redistribute may be obtained from the copyright holder by sending an email to information@dc51.us. Designed and produced by the Office of U.S. Representative Franklin Garcia © 2016 DC Statehood Delegation.
Members of the DC Statehood Congressional Delegation are: U.S. Senator Paul Strauss, U.S. Senator Michael D. Brown, U.S. Representative Franklin Garcia.
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DC STATEHOOD YES! CAMPAGIN
While it is widely known that the DC statehood movement
has majority Democrat support, Republican support for the
movement is also growing. The Statehood YES! campaign
was founded to help persuade residents to vote in support
of the advisory referendum on DC statehood which will appear on the ballot on Tuesday, November 8, 2016.
The chairman of the Statehood YES! campaign, Philanthropist George Vradenburg is a Republican who wants statehood for the people of the District.
Bi-partisan support for the statehood movement would
ultimately give the issue more traction among those outside of the District of Columbia Vradenburg said.
“There is no better time for statehood than now” Representative Franklin Garcia said while discussing the campaign. The DC Statehood YES! Campaign lans to host a
kick-off event at the Thurgood Marshall Center in the near
future. Readers can look for more details online at http://
www.statehoodyes.com/events.

WALTER FAUNTOY STATEHOOD TEACH-IN
Former DC Delegate Walter E. Fauntroy was welcomed back to the District of
Columbia during the 17th annual “DC Statehood Teach-In.” Fauntroy returned to the District after living in South Africa for seven years.
The teach-in event included a panel to discuss current issues present in the
DC statehood movement and concluded with a reception which included music, food and drinks.
While there were discussions for and against the recently introduced advisory
referendum, it was mutually agreed that statehood would benefit the people
of the District. Former U.S. Representative Charles Moreland stated,
“Statehood is the chosen way of the people of the District of Columbia.” DC
Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton also paid tribute to Fauntroy, by recognizing
him as a “leader” and “friend.”
Fauntroy was heavily involved in the Civil Rights movement during the 1960s and also fervently supported
the DC statehood movement.
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DC STATEHOOD TODAY SHOW
The October episode of
the DC Statehood Today
show will include a
Statehood Supporter/
Holocaust survivor, a DC
Statehood reenactment, and a U.S.
Senator. Franklin Garcia
is the host of DC Statehood Today which informs the public on D.C.
statehood. Holocaust
survivor Marione Ingram
stopped by the show in
the midst of filming a
documentary for a local
history museum. She
talks about how the
struggles of DC statehood and the Holocaust
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DC 51 SPEAKERS BUREAU

relate. Ayo-Handi Kendi
will provide her talents
as a statehood reenactor, and Senator
Michael D. Brown will
appear on the show
once again to discuss
the current state of the
D.C. statehood movement. You can watch
the show on DCTV, and
also on Youtube.com.

The New Columbia Statehood Commission has
introduced an interactive
group to educate the
public on DC statehood.
The “DC 51 Speakers
Bureau” consists of volunteers who will travel
around the District of Columbia to visit Advisory
Neighborhood Commissions, civic organizations,
churches and other community groups .

Collectively, they will ensure that the public is
aware of the advisory
referendum, which will
appear on the ballot on
November 8, 2016, as
well as educate on the
new DC statehood constitution.

PARADES CELEBRATE HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH
Hispanic Heritage Month celebrates the rich culture of Latin
America. The Fiesta DC Parade and the Lincoln Memorial Parade paid homage to the culture and contributions of Hispanic Heritage.
Both parades consisted of fun activities – a including dancing, food and games. Fiesta DC is famous for the “Parade of
Nations” which showcases the many cultures present in Latin
America in the US.
The organization also hosts the Miss Fiesta DC pageant
where a young woman is crowned to commemorate the parade. The Lincoln Memorial Parade celebrates
worldwide cultures. Countries such as Bolivia have hosted the parade to celebrate Hispanic heritage in
America.

October 2016

DC STATEHOOD TODAY

Page 5

RALPH NADER HOSTS “BREAKING THROUGH POWER”
Consumer advocate, lawyer and author Ralph Nader held a four-day conference entitled “Breaking
Through Power” September 26-29, 2016. The afternoon of September 28th, a series of panelists
discussed the DC statehood movement at DAR
Constitution Hall. The event was attended by many
DC statehood advocates and elected officials – including former DC Mayor Sharon Pratt, Delegate
Eleanor Holmes Norton, U.S. Senator Michael D.
Brown and many others.
The event was geared toward educating the public
on the current status of DC statehood and its future. Amidst the sparse number of audience members, which was publicly noted by several speakers
and participants, one of the issues discussed was
whether the current methods of the DC statehood
movement were effective.

Anise Jenkins, executive director of the Stand Up!
for Democracy in DC Coalition (Free DC), stated
that in order to make change, the DC residents
must make their voices heard. “We are too quiet in
DC; we have to create good protests, we have to
create good trouble,” Jenkins stated. “I know what
it’s like to turn 18 and not be treated like a full and
equal American citizen. It is time to [get off our
butts] and take action,” Jenkins concluded.

COMMUNITY LEADERS PROTEST TRUMP
The Trump International Hotel has officially opened in the District of Columbia. In response to the soft
opening of the hotel, community and religious leaders, elected officials and advocates attended two protests to rail against the offensive attitude of presidential candidate Donald Trump. During his run for
President of the United States of America, Trump has repeatedly made derogatory comments towards
minorities, the LGBT community, women and other groups across the country.
U.S. Representative Franklin Garcia held a protest on August 29th while the hotel was in the final stages
of construction. The program was led by Reverend Gail Holness and other community leaders. Protesters donned elaborate signs, body paint designs and chanted. The protest garnered media attention, and
lead the way for the Answer Coalition’s protest, which occurred on the soft opening of the hotel on September 12th.
“This is something that can’t happen enough,” Representative Garcia said of the protest.
“We will continue to fight the success of this hotel because of Trump’s hateful disposition towards minorities in this country.” Although these events were organized by different groups, both protests were effective in getting one message across: Donald Trump is not welcome in the District of Columbia.
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IN THE COMMUNITY
(Left to Right) 1. Senator Strauss at a community event. 2. Representative Garcia at DC Statehood YES! Press Conference 3. A mother and
child hold DC flag.

(Left to Right) 1. Representative Franklin Garcia at DC statehood Teach-In. 2. Students for DC Statehood 3. Senator Brown gives an interview
during the Trump Protest.

(Left to Right) Representative Franklin Garcia is honored with the DANF award. 2. DC Statehood supporters at Ward 5 Dems event. 3. Representative Garcia at an event to honor officers.

(Left to Right) 1. Panel for DC statehood discussion. 2. Statehood supporters at the Free DC! Statehood Reception. 3. A Trump Protester
stands in front of the Trump Hotel.
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DC COUNCIL AMENDS NEW STATE CONSTITUTION, GIVE STATE NEW NAME
On October 18th, members of the DC Council, after holding two hearings on changes to the proposed constitution of the new state voted
on changes to the constitution. Amongst the changes the Councilmembers voted for, were to change the name of the new future
state. A five member Commission, which included DC Mayor Muriel
Bowser, DC Council Chairman Phil Mendelson, US Senator Paul
Strauss, US Senator Michael Brown, and US Representative Franklin
Garcia, had agreed to leave the name of the new state New Columbia, as was in the original 1982 Constitution when voters decided on the name. But on an 8 to 5 vote in support, the city Council decided on the state of Washington, D.C. as the new name for the
future state (D.C. would now stand for Douglass Commonwealth, named after the abolitionist Frederick Douglass, who lived in the city most of his adult life). Another change
approved by the DC Council would call for a full Convention with elected Delegates, within two years after the District becomes a state. This last measure was very popular with
many residents who testified during the two days hearings on amending the Constitution.
Another change to the Constitution that went without much visibility was to strike out
seating the “Shadow” Congressional delegation for a transitional period while an election
is held for those Congressional seats. Voters are now expected to vote to support a ballot initiative on November 8th, which includes these changes in the new state Constitution.

DC STATEHOOD REFERENDUM BALLOT
On July 12th, the DC Council unanimously approved an Advisory Referendum on the
State of New Columbia Admission Act Resolution of 2016 (PR 21-839), allowing statehood to be on the ballot on November 8. District voters will answer one question with
four parts:
 Do you want the District to become the 51st state?
 Do you approve the state constitution?
 Do you agree to the boundaries?
 Do you commit to a representative form of government?
Vote on November 8th, 2016. DC Statehood is in your hands.
SAMPLE BALLOT QUESTION
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Contact Information:
John A. Wilson Building
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Suite C-09
Washington, D.C. 20004
Telephone: 202-727-9110
202-727-0278 (fax)
www.dc51.us
Email: information@dc51.us
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Facebook.com/DC51today
@DC51today
#DCStatehood

Do you want to subscribe to the DC Statehood Congressional Delegation’s email
list? Please email information@dc51.us to be included in our email group.

Did you know you can view this Newsletter on-line? Please visit us at www.dc51.us where you can read and comment on our
weekly blog, view current schedule of events, and sign up for our email list.
MEET THE DELEGATION
U.S. Senator Paul Strauss

U.S. Senator Michael D Brown

U.S. Representative Franklin Garcia

Email: paul.strauss@dc.gov

Email: Michael.Brown8@dc.gov

Email: franklin.garcia@dc.gov

Twitter: @SenPaulStrauss

Twitter: @SenMDBrown

Twitter: @fgarciaDC

Web: paulstrauss.org

Web: statehoodnow.org

Web: franklinfordc.com

Facebook: Sen.michael.d.brown

Facebook: fgarciadc

DC STATEHOOD APPS FOR MOBILE DEVICES
Please visit the Apple Apps/Google Play
stores and search for: DC State-hood to
download the app for your mobile de‐
vice (iPhone or Android). For Android
phones you can also visit the website:
h p://theapp.mobi/dc51.

“We're more of a colony, people can vote for me, but I can’t
vote for them.” ‐Senator Paul Strauss on The Kojo Nnamdi Show
"Our biggest obstacle is people not knowing across the country." -Kimberly Perry, former Execu ve Director, DC Vote
"Quite Strange, quite strange." -Dalai Lama describing DC's lack
of vo ng rights in a democracy

To be added to our mailing list, please complete and drop off or mail to address above
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