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Did you know you can view this Newsletter on-line? Please visit us at www.dc51.us where you can read and comment on our
weekly blog, view current schedule of events, and sign up for our email list.

JULY DC STATEHOOD HEARING IN CONGRESS POSTPONED
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FROM U.S. REPRESENTATIVE FRANKLIN GARCIA

We learned that the hearing in the House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform to address DC Statehood on July 24th was delayed,
due to a conflicting hearing for the Special Counsel Robert Mueller, on
the same day. This is not a setback, it is additional time we now have to
ensure larger support by the hearing time, sometime in early fall. This
means we now have more time to grow the number of co-sponsors for
H.R. 51 and S. 631, this means we now have more time to get more supporters to join us at the hearing, and it means more time to prepare to
make the case for DC Statehood in the House of Representatives. Please
stay cool.

DC STATEHOOD HEARING POSTPONED
On Saturday, July 13th, 2019, DC Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton announced that the
widely anticipated congressional hearing on DC
statehood scheduled for Wednesday, July 24th
was being rescheduled to the fall. The shift is intended to avoid a conflict with the Mueller hearing. Norton said that the hearing would likely be
rescheduled to sometime in September.
Former US Special Counsel Robert
Mueller was set to testify separately before two
congressional committees on Wednesday, July
17th about Russian interference in the 2016 US
presidential election. However, his testimony was
pushed back a week to the same day as the
planned DC statehood hearing to give Mueller
more time to
testify.

DC STATEHOOD MONTH (JULY, 2019)
On July 3rd, DC
Mayor Muriel
Bowser announced
that July would be
DC Statehood
Month in anticipation of the July
24th DC statehood
congressional
hearing. In celebration of DC
statehood month,
Mayor Bowser and
DC Vote hosted a
young professionals Happy Hour at
Red Bear Brewing Company on July 18th. A large
crowd showed up to the event with the Mayor and DC
Vote including Senator Paul Strauss from the DC
Statehood Congressional Delegation.

Contributing writers for the August 2019 edition were: Franklin Garcia, Greg Jones, Michael Arnold, Nelson Peralta, Karen Cruz-Carbajal.
The DC Statehood Today newsletter is published by the Office of U.S. Representative Franklin Garcia. Please send any comments and feedback on the DC
Statehood Today newsletter to information@dc51.us or call 202-727-9110. Articles and images submitted for publication are subject to editing. All rights
reserved. Permission to use content , reproduce, copy, or redistribute may be obtained from the copyright holder by sending an email to information@dc51.us. Designed and produced by the Office of U.S. Representative Franklin Garcia © 2019 DC Statehood Delegation.
Members of the DC Statehood Congressional Delegation are: U.S. Senator Paul Strauss, U.S. Senator Michael D. Brown, and U.S. Representative Franklin Garcia.
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CONGRESSIONAL HISPANIC CAUCUS VISITS MIGRANT DETENTION FACILITY
On July 1st, 14 members of the US House of Representatives visited migrant detention
centers in Texas. While on their visit, news broke that 9,500 Border Patrol agents were part of a secret
Facebook group where members regularly post offensive, racist, and sexist comments about the migrants
in their custody, as well as members of Congress. In this secret Facebook group, Border Patrol agents
joked about throwing burritos at the visiting officials. The trip was organized by the Congressional Hispanic Caucus led by Representative Joaquin Castro. The lawmakers visited Border Patrol stations in El
Paso and Clint, as well as a facility in El Paso for children operated by the Department of Health and Human Services. The trip was organized after conditions at the Clint facility prompted an outcry in June,
with lawyers who visited describing scenes of hundreds of sick and dirty children without their parents
and inconsolable toddlers in the care of other children.
The Congress members had their cell phones confiscated before they were allowed to enter the
facilities but Castro was able to sneak in a device to take pictures and video of
what they witnessed inside.
Joaquin Castro tweeted, “This moment captures what it’s like for
women in CBP custody to share a cramped cell—some held for 50 days—for
them to be denied showers for up to 15 days and life-saving medication. For
some, it also means being separated from their children. This is El Paso Border Station #1.”
Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez tweeted “Officers were
keeping women in cells with no water and had told them to drink out of the
toilets...We’re talking systemic cruelty with a dehumanizing culture that
treats them like animals.”
The Congressional delegation held a press conference after their tours of the facilities in the midst of many protesters.
Migrant detention facilities have been in the news recently because of
the Trump administration’s policy to separate children from their parents that
are undocumented immigrants. During the June, 2019 Democratic debate many
presidential candidates visited the detention facilities in Florida where the debate was being held to bring awareness to the issue.
As the founder and former President of the DC Latino Caucus, Representative Franklin Garcia was invited by the Congressional Hispanic Caucus to
attend the trip to Texas. However, he was unfortunately not able to make it.
President Donald Trump has threatened to potentially release undocumented immigrants in big cities like DC.

US WOMEN’S TEAM WINS WORLD CUP
The 2019 Women’s World Cup in soccer was held from June 7th to July 7th. On July 7th, the US
women’s national soccer team won against the Netherlands 2-0 in the final securing their place as the World
Cup winner. This is the US team’s 4th World Cup win making the team the most successful in international
women’s soccer. The captain of the US women’s team, Megan Rapinoe,
has drawn attention for saying that she would not accept an invitation to
the White House by Trump if invited and that women deserve equal pay
to men.
DC Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton tweeted, “Our women’s
soccer team making goals for the USA, for equal pay for women athletes, and for equality for women in our country and in the world.”
Rose Lavelle, who plays in the National Women’s Soccer
League (NWSL) for the Washington Spirit team based in the DC area,
scored the second of 2 goals for the US women’s national soccer team.
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IN THE COMMUNITY
(Left to Right) 1. Representative Garcia at the Barracks Row Parade (7/4/2019). 3. Frankey Barrz and Meggalooch at the Barracks
Row Parade (7/4/2019). 3. Representative Garcia at the Palisades Parade (7/4/2019).
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FORUM WITH DC DELEGATE NORTON
On July 2nd, a 2 hour forum was held as a community event, in which Reverend
William Lamar IV moderated a topical discussion with Congresswoman Norton
about the evolution of community in the District of Columbia. The conversation
included a robust discussion on DC statehood and other federal matters that the
Congresswoman is advancing on Capitol Hill on behalf of her constituents. Specifically, the conversation explored the pragmatic solutions, that are required in
this political climate to bring residents of the District together to solve issues
that affect people politically, socially and culturally. This event was especially
for faith-based leaders, community groups and activists, who wanted to engage
the Congresswoman with related questions.

PRESS CONFERENCE ON DC STATEHOOD

(Left to Right) 1. Senator Strauss with World War 2 veteran Sidney Walton at the Palisades Parade (7/4/2019). 2. Senator Brown at
the Palisades Parade (7/4/2019). 3. Mayor Bowser at the Palisades Parade (7/4/2019).

On July 2nd, after Delegate Norton had her forum she had a press conference.
Norton announced at the press conference that 88 national advocacy groups
now support DC statehood. 4 of those groups supporting DC statehood are the
American Civil Liberties Union, Common Cause, the Sierra Club, and the
Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights.

Delegate Norton with
Senator Brown after
the press conference
(Left to Right) 1. Delegate Norton speaking on the DC Statehood Train (7/10/2019). 2. Delegate Norton speaking at Netroots Nation’s DC Caucus meeting (7/11/2019). 3. Representative Garcia at “Be Free” Cookout (7/13/2019).

(Left to Right) 1. Mayor Bowser speaking at DC Statehood Young Professionals Happy Hour (7/18/2019). 2. Representative
Garcia at 2019 Colombian Festival (7/20/2019). 3. Representative Garcia at National Association of Hispanic Journalists
(NAHJ) DC Chapter summer get together (7/20/2019).

STERLING TUCKER, 1ST DC COUNCIL CHAIRMAN, DIES
On Sunday, July 14th, 2019, the first Chairman of the DC Council Sterling Tucker died at the age of 95. Many consider Tucker to be the founding father of
DC as we know it today. Sterling Tucker was a major DC statehood activist. On
Tuesday, July 23rd, his body was lying in repose at the John A. Wilson District
Building in DC from 11am to 3pm. The flags at the John A. Wilson Building were
lowered to half-mast in honor of Sterling Tucker. On Wednesday, July 24th, visitation
was held at his home church, Trinity Episcopal Church, in the Takoma neighborhood
of DC from 6pm to 8pm. On Thursday, July 25th, funeral services were conducted at
Washington National Cathedral starting at 10am. Sterling Tucker was buried at Fort
Lincoln Cemetery in Brentwood, Maryland.
Sterling Tucker was an American civil and political rights activist and politician in Washington, DC.
In addition to being the first Chairman of the DC Council from 1975 to 1979, Tucker was also a member of
the first appointed DC Council from 1969 to 1974. Tucker was a candidate for DC Mayor in 1978, a candidate for DC Council Chairman in 1982, and a candidate for DC delegate to the US House of Representatives
in 1990. Over the years, Tucker served as Director of the Washington Urban
League, Chairman of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority,
Assistant Secretary of the Office of Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity at
the US Department of Housing and Urban Development, Director of the DC
Drug Control Policy, and Chairman of the American Diabetes Association.
Sterling always prioritized the District’s working poor, particularly
working to reduce African American unemployment. While Sterling Tucker
was the Director of the Washington Urban League in 1969, he led the Solidarity Day march in DC that attracted between 50,000 and 100,000 people.

Page 4

DC STATEHOOD TODAY

August 2019

PROGRESSIVE RALLY FOR DC STATEHOOD
On Wednesday, July 10th, 2019, DC For Democracy hosted their July meetup at the Eaton Hotel. There
was a festive rally and reception celebrating the fight
for DC statehood, what statehood means for the progressive movement (the environment, criminal justice
reform etc.) and organizing for next steps, including
the first House of Representatives hearing in more than 25 years. Maryland Congressman
Jamie Raskin was a special guest at the event. And speakers were from ACLU, DC Working Families Party, Planned Parenthood – MWD, NARAL Pro-Choice America, and others.

STATEHOOD TRAIN AND NETROOTS NATION
On Wednesday, July 10th, 2019 DC Vote and statehood activists including
DC Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton rode the Statehood Train from Union Station
in DC to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania for Netroots Nation 2019. DC Vote secured a
private car for everyone on-board with DC statehood. Netroots Nation 2019 was
from Thursday, July 11th to Saturday, July 13th. For more than a decade, Netroots
Nation has hosted the largest annual conference for progressives, drawing thousands
of attendees from around the country and beyond.
Netroots Nation 2019 had a DC Caucus meeting Thursday morning, July
11th. At the meeting, Delegate Norton said that she expects the House to vote on HR
51 (the DC Statehood Admission Act) by the end of 2019.
The Opening Keynote for Netroots Nation 2019 was Thursday night, July
11th. Delegate Norton was one of the keynote speakers. She spent her 6 minutes of
allotted time speaking about DC statehood:
“The founders went to war for voting rights…Their war slogan was no taxation without representation…Yet the people I represent pay the highest taxes per capita in the
United States of America…The reason the District is controlled by the Congress was the refusal of Pennsylvania to
protect Congress itself when the capital was located in Philadelphia. 218 years later the nation’s capital has ample
protection with federal and DC’s own special forces…Today here at Netroots Nation I am projecting that HR 51, to
make the District the 51st state, will pass the House of Representatives this year.”

DC STATEHOOD WEEKEND (SEPTEMBER 13TH-15TH)
On June 27th, 2019, Attorney Johnny Barnes, one of
the District’s most well-known civil rights attorneys, announced on Facebook that there will be a Free DC Statehood
Concert during the Congressional Black Caucus Weekend,
the 2nd weekend of September. That same weekend the
“Hands around the Capitol” Demonstration will take place to
help boost the DC statehood effort.
On June 30th, Attorney Barnes announced that there
would be an all-day presentation of education, information
and entertainment on DC statehood at the Capitol Building on Saturday, September 14th.
And then on July 11th, Barnes announced that Congressional Black Caucus Weekend will also be known as DC Statehood Weekend this year. There will be at least 2 or 3
different venues hosting DC statehood events for the weekend.
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MINIMUM WAGE INCREASE
On July 1st, 2019,
the minimum wage
in DC increased from
$13.25 per hour to
$14 per hour. The
minimum wage
will go up to $15
per hour in DC on
July 1st, 2020 next
year. DC has a
higher minimum

wage than all 50
states. Massachusetts
has the next highest
minimum wage at

$12 per hour. The
only cities in the
country with a higher
minimum wage than

DC are located in
California and Washington state with Emeryville, California
having the highest minimum
wage at $16.30
per hour starting
July 1st, 2019.
.

INDEPENDENCE DAY
On the 4th of July, the United States celebrated their independence from Great Britain in 1776. Washington, DC celebrated the
nation’s independence with many parades including the National Independence Day Parade, the Palisades Parade, the Barracks Row
Parade, and the Crestwood Citizens Association Parade. Representative Garcia attended the Barracks Row Parade and all 3 members of
the DC Statehood Congressional Delegation attended the Palisades Parade.
Senator Paul Strauss announced on Twitter, “Our decision to #BoycottTrumps4thofJuly does not mean we don’t support our
Military. I was proud to have #WW2 Veteran Sidney Walton join us at the #PalisadesParade today as we celebrate our Nation’s Birthday! #NoTanks Support our #Veterans!”
There was an anti-Trump protest held at the Washington Monument from 12pm to 7:30pm. Many protesters displayed baby
Trump balloons.
After the parades in the morning, DC had an airshow to celebrate the US military with flyovers across the National Mall from
all 5 military branches. The airshow was expected to start at 6:30pm. However, because of rain the show was delayed to 7:30pm and lasted until 8pm. The airshow featured flyovers by Air Force One, the Navy’s Blue Angels, the B-2 Spirit (also known
as the Stealth Bomber), and the new helicopter that will be used for Marine One.
Reagan National Airport was closed for 2 hours for the airshow.
DC also had a fireworks show for 35 minutes from 9:07pm to 9:42pm. Fireworks were shot off from behind the Lincoln Memorial for the first half of fireworks
and they were shot off from the West Potomac Park for the second half of fireworks.
On July 8th, President Donald Trump announced he planned to repeat his
4th of July salute to the military next year.

DC MAYOR BOWSER HANDS PRESIDENT TRUMP $9 MILLION BILL
On Tuesday, July 9th, 2019, DC Mayor Muriel Bowser sent a letter to President Trump
informing him that the emergency security fund for the city has been depleted over the last
several years and requested $9 million in federal reimbursement. Bowser cited the cost of facilitating security at large DC events including Trump’s
2017 inauguration (costing $7.3 million) and Trump’s
“Salute to America” on July 4th, 2019 (said to cost $1.7
million). The Emergency Planning and Security Fund
has been relying on a surplus from previous years, but
the mayor reports that after the July 4th event, the fund
will most likely be overdrawn.

